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CORONAVIRUS — SMALL BUSINESS COMPENSATION 
5. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Given that we are being told that shutdowns are likely to be the response in the 
future, is there any reason that the Premier cannot clarify compensation arrangements so that businesses can have 
clarity on the financial impact of COVID-19 closures? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I said that we will have more to say about that very shortly; I am not sure whether the member listened to the 
answer. Obviously we are dealing with multiple things at once. One is to ensure that our testing regime goes up 
significantly, and over the course of the last week or so we have carried out about 50 000 tests, as I understand it. 
The second is to come out of lockdown as quickly and safely as we can, and hopefully I will have more to say 
about that today. The third is to take measures to do our best to prevent it occurring again, and the fourth is to work 
out what sort of compensatory measures we can put in place. We are doing all those things at once. There are no 
easy solutions here. Most governments have taken a lot longer to do these things than Western Australia has done. 
We are the first state in Australia to come out with a recovery plan; I am pretty sure some states still have not come 
out with a recovery plan. 
We will work through these issues. The good thing is that because of our management of COVID and our finances, 
Western Australia has better financial capacity than other states across Australia. We will work out what measures 
we can put in place, bearing in mind that I realise that whatever we do, the opposition will be critical, but it will 
be properly thought through before we do it. 
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